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Hi Guys,

| am sure many of you were watching Ausfralia's Gof Talent
ast month and were thrilled to see a group of tap dancers
in the grand final! So | thought | would have a chat with the
Brisbane based creator of Red Hot Rhythm (RHR). Bill
Simpson and see how he found the experiencel

How did you come up with the idea of pitching tap dancing
against Irish dancing for the show?

The idea come about ofter o good friend of mine Dovydd
Mecdonald [one of the Insh dancers in the group) and | were asked
to try jomming together on stage simply as a 'filler” for a show we
were both performing in. The director said ‘we just need 2 -3
minutes so the other perdormers can get changed”, We took to the
stage not knowing what to expect and 10 minutes later we were
still going, Both we and the audience couldn’t get encugh! As a
tap performer it s awesome facing off against an Iish dancerl
There's so much the tweo styles can leam from each other,

It is so great to see a group of younyg
tappers bringing back a bit of that oid
school charm and style? What attracts

you to this style and was it a conscious
choice to move away from the more

funky' style of tap that is prevalent

on the tap scene today?

Yes indeed it wos o conscious cholce, Since
creating RHE, I've tried to steer away from the pre
dominantly funky or grungy shles that you see ina
lot of tap groups these days. Whilst | highly enjoy
and respect these styles, I've always felt that RHR
should  stand  apart  with  their own  unigue
cancepts. In recent times. dancing like ‘blokes’
has been done — we aim to dance like 'gentle-
men’ again! Thera's something utterly oweasome
about that ald school charm and style — it's still
amazing to watch some of the old footage - Fred
[Astaire] & Gene | Kelly) obviously, but also foppers
such as the Condos Bros, the Micholas Bros, Eleanor

Powell, Ann Miller, Peg-Leg Bates... the list goss on.

Who are the other guys in Red Hot Rhythm and
where did you find them?

My good friend David Sheather wos the fist to jump on
board after | put the word out | was looking for tappers.
Dowvydd (McDonald) knew Danny Jockson from the Irish
dance scene, and was also quick to join once he heard
what RHR was all about, It's nof just the 4 of us of course -
there's a range of other performers in the group alse, from
other tappers through fo didgeridoo players and more!
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What was the best advice
the judges gave you on the
show?

We were thiilled to receive a lot
of great comments from the
judges, both on screan and off.
Tom Burdinson especially seemead
to have great confidence in the
act, and the fact that it could be
taken ruch further, perhaps one
day info a full stage production.
Red. in one if his kinder moments,
said that “whoever wins, you
guys have a future oheod of
you'", Oh.....and Dl
Minogue's little song at the end if

2 our grand final performancea [ |

What did you find to be the biggest challenge when
tapping/choreographing for a television audience as
opposed to tapping on a stage with a live theatre
audience?

The main challenge was choreographing a theatrical
performance in a way that would come across best on
television. In a theatre, the audience generally has a
wide view of the stage the whole time, but when per-
forming for the cameras, the shofs are constantly
changing, jumping from one thing fo another, The diffi-
cult part was not knowing where the shots were going
to bea, especially when you've only got one chance at
filming it. You can only hope the camera men pick up
the fricks, canons, and other sulbfle moments which
could easily be lost if the camera isn't focused on the
right thing. In the end, you just have to trust the crew -
it's their job to make you look good on the TVI

Bill teaches tap classes for kids and adults in Brisbane

said a whoop whoop gadda
gadda wheep wheep!] certainly
gave us a boost!

What advice would you give
to young tappers out there?
You're on the right frackl A love
of toap dance lasts a lifetime. (I
can guarantes that my shoes wil
still be getting o workout when |
am 70}, Don't ever get comfort-
able and don't ever stop trying
to get better — the best dancers
in the world got there by continu-
ally trying to beat themselwes.
Tap for vourself - tap because
vou love it

Till next ime.

And for any other tapping tips and some great tap routines and chore

to go check out TAPATAK OI at:




